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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  1958  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  your  District. 

The  Vital  Statistics  again  show  the  health  of  your  Urban  District 
to  be  in  a  very  satisfactory  state. 

We  have  had  only  one  case  of  Poliomyelitis  (paralytic) ;  one  case  of 
Dysentery  and  one  case  of  Paratyphoid  Fever. 

The  birth  rate  is  a  little  lower,  but  the  infant  mortality  is  very 
much  lower  than  last  year,  although  still  well  above  the  average  for  the 
country  as  a  whole.  Of  the  seven  deaths,  three  were  due  to  prematurity 
two  to  abnormalities,  one  to  infection  and  one  to  incompatability  of 
blood.  Of  these,  three  deaths  occurred  within  15  hours  of  birth,  one 
within  three  days  and  the  remaining  three  before  seven  months. 

The  death  rate  is  very  slightly  higher.  Of  the  216  deaths  more  than 
50%  were  over  70  years  of  age.  Of  these  117  deaths,  thirty-eight  were 
between  eighty  and  ninety  years  and  four  were  well  over  ninety. 

There  was  an  increase  in  Scarlet  Fever  from  eight  in  1957  to 
nineteen  in  1958.  There  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  Measles  from 
300  last  year  to  14  this  year  and  Whooping  Cough  showed  a  reduction 
from  52  to  30.  Thirteen  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
— this  is  a  reduction  of  two  on  last  year.  There  was  a  reduction  in 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  on  the  Register,  but  an  increase  in  the  non- 
pulmonary. 

During  the  annual  Miniature  Mass  X-ray  visit,  2,197  people 
attended.  This  is  still  a  poor  attendance  considering  our  population, 
but  is  an  increase  of  827  over  last  year.  Forty  people  were  recalled  for 
large  films.  Three  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered  and 
another  three  which  necessitated  supervision.  It  also  brought  to  light 
four  cases  of  pneumoconiosis  and  three  cardiac  conditions.  Three 
people  failed  to  attend  for  clinical  examination. 

Although  the  number  of  cases  of  cancer  of  all  parts  of  the  body 
has  increased  by  about  one- third,  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that 
there  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung. 

615  people  received  vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year  the  age  limit  was  extended  up  to  twenty-five.  It  was 
mostly  a  case  of  persuading  people  to  have  the  injections.  Factories 
were  visited  and  arrangements  made  to  carry  out  the  vaccinations  on 
the  premises,  but  the  response  was  rather  poor.  Vaccinations  were  also 
carried  out  at  the  Town  Hall  for  anyone  who  could  attend  there. 
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There  has  again  been  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  children 
receiving  immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  As  soon  as  it  is  possible 
to  do  so,  a  drive  to  increase  this  must  be  carried  out.  It  has  been  a  help 
towards  increasing  the  number  immunised  since  the  use  of  the  mixed 
vaccine  against  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  has  been  approved 
for  use  in  the  County.  The  young  mothers  of  to-day  fear  Whooping 
Cough  more,  as  they  have  never  seen  and  hear  little  about  Diphtheria, 
which  not  so  very  many  years  ago  was  a  very  dread  disease. 

Housing  conditions  in  the  area  are  steadily  improving.  We  have 
got  rid  of  some  very  bad  property,  but  of  course  the  rate  of  building 
has  been  slowed  very  much  in  that  we  could  build  new  houses  only  for 
Slum  Clearance.  The  general  need  applicants  are  still  awaiting  the 
expansion  of  the  present  policy.  We  still  have  overcrowding,  but 
gradually  this  is  being  reduced.  The  housing  shortage  is  reflected  in  the 
number  of  applications  from  sub-tenants  who  are  being  accommodated 
temporarily  in  other  houses  with  relatives  and  friends.  We  can  do  little 
for  them  owing  to  the  already  long  waiting  lists. 

Council  house  allocations  : — 

Clearance  and  C.P.O.  Areas — 60%. 

Tenants  from  Individual  Unfit  Property — 13%. 

General  need  applicants  from  waiting  lists,  new  and  relets — 
27%. 

I  would  like  to  acknowledge  the  consideration  and  courtesy  shown 
to  me  during  the  year. 

I  would  also  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Stalf  of  the  Health 
Department  in  the  preparation  of  this  report,  and  for  their  very  good 
work  during  another  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Jo.  M.  HEGARTY, 

M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 
Spennymoor. 

July,  1959. 
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Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  figure  calculated  to  the  middle  of  1958 
gives  the  resident  population  of  the  District  as  19,830.  This  figure 
represents  a  decrease  of  50  on  the  previous  year  and  an  increase  of  790 
on  the  1939  figure. 

The  approximate  population  of  the  various  Wards  in  the  District 
has  been  assessed  as  follows  : — 

Spennymoor  Ward 
Low  Spennymoor  Ward 
Middlestone  Moor  Ward 
Kirk  Merrington  Ward  . . . 

Byers  Green  Ward 
Tudhoe  Ward  . 


Total  Population 


4,456 

3,274 

2,324 

944 

1,436 

7,396 


...  19,830 


Area 

The  District  covers,  7,494  acres  and  includes  the  villages  of 
Middlestone  Moor,  Byers  Green  and  Kirk  Merrington,  with  an 
acreage  of : — 


Spennymoor  Ward 

.  168 

Low  Spennymoor  Ward 

.  551 

Middlestone  Moor  Ward 

. 1,349 

Kirk  Merrington  Ward  . . . 

. 1,612 

Byers  Green  Ward 

. 1,115 

Tudhoe  Ward  . 

. 2,699 

Total  Acreage 

. 7,494 

Inhabited  Houses 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  District  according 
to  our  records  at  the  end  of  December,  1958,  was  6,457. 


Rateable  Value 

The  Rateable  Value  of  the  District  on  30th  September,  1958  was 
£140,162  and  the  estimated  product  of  a  penny  rate  £525. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1958  WITH  COMPARISONS 
OF  THE  PRE-WAR  AND  POST-WAR  PERIODS. 

Births  1958 


Live  Births : — 

Male 

Legitimate  ... 

...  154 

Illegitimate  ... 

7 

161 

Still  Births : — 

Male 

Legitimate  ... 

7 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  • 

7 


Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

146 

300  \ 

5 

12/ 

15.73 

151 

312 

Female 

Total 

Birth  Rate 

3 

101 

'  ~  ■ 

-} 

0.50 

3 
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For  comparative  purposes  the  rates  are  given  for  the  three  previous 
years  and  for  the  three  years  immediately  prior  to  the  War  : — 


Live 

Births. 

Still 

Births. 

Birth  Rate 

3er  1,000  pop. 

Live  Births. 

Still  Births. 

1936 

271 

18 

17.50 

1.17 

1937 

318 

16 

17.20 

0.86 

1938 

319 

9 

16.50 

0.46 

1955 

320 

8 

16.04 

0.46 

1956 

331 

9 

16.62 

0.45 

1957 

344 

10 

17.30 

0.50 

Extracts  from  National  Statistics  are  given  for  comparative 


purposes  : — 


Spennymoor 

Durham 

England 

Distirct. 

County. 

and  Wales. 

Live  Births  per  1,000  pop. 

15.73 

18.6 

16.4 

Still  Births  per  1,000  live  and 

still  births  . 

31.06 

23.2 

21.6 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live 

births  . 

32.05 

25.44 

22.5 
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Deaths  1958 

Male.  Female.  Total.  Rate. 

Deaths  ...  ...  109  107  216  10.89 

Infant  Mortality  3  4  7  32.05  per  1,000  Births. 


Pre-War  and  Post-War  periods  are  enumerated  for  comparison. 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1955 

1956 

1957 


Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 
Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 
Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 
Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 
Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 
Deaths 

Infant  Mortality 


193  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.16  per  1,000  pop. 

21  „  „  „  77.50  per  1,000  Births. 

236  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.80  per  1,000  pop. 

24  ,,  ,,  ,,  75.47  per  1,000  Births. 

239  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  12.30  per  1,000  pop. 

19  ,,  ,,  ,,  53.03  per  1,000  Births. 

222  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  11.13  per  1,000  pop. 

11  ,,  ,,  ,,  34.38  per  1,000  Births. 

213  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  10.69  per  1,000  pop. 

10  „  „  „  30.21  per  1,000  Births. 

209  deaths  giving  a  rate  of  10.51  per  1,000  pop. 

13  ,,  „  ,,  37.79  per  1,000  Births. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

All  Causes  . 

Males 

109 

Females 

107 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  system 

2 

— 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

• — 

— 

Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease  . . . 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach . 

5 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . . 

5 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— - 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

5 

12 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

— 

— 

Diabetes  ... 

— 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

11 

16 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

26 

17 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

3 

Other  heart  disease  . 

16 

19 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

5 

3 

Influenza  ... 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

3 

3 

Bronchitis  . 

7 

5 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

1 

12 


Males.  Females 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
H)rper-plasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  . 

Suicide  ...  •••  ...  ... 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Heart  diseases  and  those  of  the  nervous  system  account  for 
54.63%  of  the  total  number  of  deaths. 


Deaths  according  to  Age  Groups 


-5  -15 

-25 

-50 

-75 

75- 

Total  all 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ages. 

Males 

3  — 

1 

11 

61 

33 

109 

Females  . . . 

4  — 

— 

6 

58 

39 

107 

216 


TUBERCULOSIS  1958 


The  following  cases  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the 
year : — 


Pulmonary. 

Non  Pulmonary. 

Males 

90 

18 

Females 

64 

25 

154  43 


The  above  figures  represent  a  reduction  of  three  pulmonary  and 
an  increase  of  four  non-pulmonary  cases  on  the  previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  disease  represents  1.01%  of  the 
cases  on  the  register,  this  being  .05%  above  last  year’s  figure. 

The  number  of  known  Tuberculosis  cases  in  the  District  repre¬ 
sents  .99%  of  the  population,  this  being  .01%  above  last  year’s  figure. 


13 


SUMMARY  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFICATIONS 


Under 

Age  Group.  1  yr.  1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

25  years 
15-  &over. 

Scarlet  Fever  Male  ...  —  — 

4 

7 

_  - 

Female  ...  —  — 

3 

3 

2 

—  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  Male  —  — 

— 

1 

— 

—  — 

Tuberculosis 

Males 

Pulmonary  .  —  — 

— 

— 

— 

1  10 

Meninges  and  C.N.S.  —  — 

Other .  —  — 

— 

1 

— 

-  - 

Females 

Pulmonary  .  —  — 

—  2 

Meninges  and  C.N.S.  —  — 

Other .  —  — 

■ '  ' 

' 

1  — 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF 
OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

DURING  THE  YEAR 


Disease. 

Cases  notified 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  19 

Whooping  Cough 

.  30 

Acute  Pneumonia 

.  30 

Measles  ... 

.  14 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

.  1 

Erysipelas . 

.  2 

Chicken  Pox  . 

.  23 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dysentery . 

...  ...  ...  ...  1 

14 
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NOTIFICATIONS  BY  WARDS  (CIVILIAN) 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  Year. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  immunisation  work  relating  to  the  Area  for  the  Year  under 
review : — 

Under  5  years  Age  5-15  years 
inclusive.  inclusive. 

Total  number  of  children  im¬ 
munised  during  1958  .  123  4 

In  addition,  fifteen  reinforcing  injections  have  been  administered 
to  children  in  the  Area. 

The  above  immunisation  injections  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Combined  Diphtheria  and 

Primary. 

Booster. 

Whooping  Cough  vaccine 

62 

3 

Diphtheria  vaccine  only 

65 

12 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Three  primary  injections  of  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  only,  were 
administered  to  children  in  the  area. 


Smallpox  Immunisation. 

One  hundred  and  five  primary  and  15  booster  Smallpox  injections 
were  administered  to  children  in  the  Area. 


Poliomyelitis  Immunisation. 

« 

One  case  of  paralytic  pohomyelitis  was  notified  during  the  year, 
which  appeared  to  be  of  a  mild  nature. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Authority  of  vaccination  work  relating  to  the  Area  for  the  Year  1958  : — 

Children  vaccinated  1st  injection  .  331 

Children  vaccinated  2nd  injection .  693 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Spennymoor  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  upon  the  work  of  your  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  Year  1958. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Summary  of  Notices  served  and  work  done  in  the  Public 
Health  Inspector’s  Department,  during  the  Year,  1958. 

1 .  General  Summary. 


No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions. 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
served. 

No.  of 
Statutory 
Notices 
served. 

Defects 

remedied 

after 

Notice. 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and 
Housing  Acts  . . . 

536 

112 

14 

87 

Overcrowding  . . . 

— 

Sanitary  Conveni¬ 
ences  : 

Insufficient 

Defective 

21 

7 

— 

7 

Drainage 

363 

7 

— 

7 

Water  Supply  ... 

30 

8 

— 

8 

Food  Premises  . . . 

27 

1 

2 

2 

Shops  Act 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  ... 

37 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter  Houses  : 
Public . 

Private... 

1031 

7 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

12 

- - - 

2 

2 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and 
Workplaces 

45 

2 

2 

Keeping  of 
Animals . 

5 

1 

1 

Insanitary  Ashpits 
and  Receptacles 

4 

•  2 

- 

2 

Offensive 

Accumulations 

3 

1 

1 

Smoke  Nuisances 

18 

7 

1 

6 

Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949 

366 

Total 

2517 

155 

19 

125 

18 


Ashpit-privies  converted  into  water-closets  . 


Ash-closets  converted  into  water-closets  .  90 

Total  number  ofwater-closets  in  District  . 6,837 

Total  number  ofash-closets  in  District  .  665 

T otal  number  of  ash-pit  privies  in  District  .  27 


2.  Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

A.  Formal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a  result  of 

Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action  .  63 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result 

of  formal  action  .  7 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual  unfit 

houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily  postponed  ...  — 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation  1 

B.  Informal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  permanentiy  discontinued  as  dwellings 

as  a  result  of  informal  action  and  not  included  above  ...  — 


3.  Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  year  by  procedure  under  Housing 
Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommodation)  or  Public  Health  Acts 
{a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action .  78 

(b)  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice  .  8 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  1 


4.  Improvement  Grants  :  Housing  Act,  1949. 

No.  of 
separate 
houses. 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  ...  129 

(b)  AppHcations  rejected  by  Local  Authority  ...  4 

(c)  Total  No.  of  applications  approved  since  incep¬ 
tion  of  scheme  .  125 


5.  Tabular  Statement  for  Year  1958. 


New  Houses 
Completed  During  Year. 

With  State 

Assistance.  Unaided. 

Total. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

61  — 

61 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing 

Authority  ... 

•  •  •  — ^ 

— 

(c)  By  private  persons 

—  7 

7 
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Rent  Act,  1957. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  applications  received,  for  Certifi¬ 
cates  of  Disrepair  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act : — 

Certicates  of  Disrepair  issued  by  the  Urban  District  Council  under 
the  above  Act  since  the  date  of  operation,  6th  July,  1957,  to  the  31st 
December,  1958. 


Part  I — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

(1)  Number  of  apphcations  for  certificates  .  59 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates .  59 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ...  12 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  .  47 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule .  30 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Auth¬ 

ority  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First 
Schedule  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  .  28 

Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Apphcations  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates .  6 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  2 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenants’  objection .  1 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority .  4 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  during  the  Year  in  the  general 
raising  of  the  Housing  standard  in  the  district,  by  the  remedy  of  large 
numbers  of  structural  defects ;  the  conversion  of  insanitary  toilets, 
the  removal  of  sub-standard  properties  and  the  provision  of  additional 
amenities  in  existing  dwellings. 

A  large  proportion  of  the  above  improvements  were  obtained 
upon  informal  communications  to  the  owners,  and  I  have  pleasure  in 
acknowledging  the  active  co-operation  of  many  property  o^vners  in  the 
general  improvement  of  their  properties. 

Of  the  large  number  of  notices  served,  90%  were  informal  and  it 
was  not  necessary  to  seek  the  Council’s  permission  to  take  legal  pro¬ 
ceedings  in  any  case. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

The  work  of  the  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage  has 
proceeded  smoothly  after  allowances  have  been  made  for  the  absences 
of  staff  through  sickness  and  holidays.  With  a  small  staff  it  is  not 
possible  to  have  spare  men  capable  of  being  switched  to  the  more 
urgent  work  of  refuse  collection,  and  temporary  labour  obtained  from 
the  Employment  Exchange  is  not  very  satisfactory. 

The  number  of  horses  now  engaged  in  this  work  has  been  further 
reduced  to  two.  The  two  redundant  animals  having  been  sent  for  well 
earned  retirement  to  the  Northern  Horse  Protection  Society’s  estabhsh- 
ment  at  Gateshead.  Difficulties  of  obtaining  men  skilled  and  willing  to  use 
horses  and  no  local  Farrier,  are  handicaps  which  discourage  the  con¬ 
tinued  use  of  animals  in  this  work. 

Further  ashcloset  conversions,  including  78  by  the  National  Coal 
Board,  are  useful  steps  to  obtain  better  and  more  hygienic  refuse 
collections.  The  Council  also  directed  that  attention  be  paid  to  the 
possibilities  of  “  Dustless  Loading”  refuse  vehicles  and  after  many 
reports  and  inspections  of  various  vehicles,  an  order  has  been  placed 
for  the  delivery  of  a  Karrier  Diesel  chassis  fitted  with  a  10  cubic  yard 
“  Shefflex  ”  Dustless  Body.  Delivery  of  this  machine  is  expected 
before  mid-summer  and  it  will  be  the  first  of  its  type  in  the  North  East. 

Since  the  War  2,140  ashclosets  have  been  converted  to  the  “  Water 
Carriage  System  ”  and  British  Standard  dustbins  substituted. 

The  Bristol  diesel  angledozer  purchased  in  1957  has  continued 
to  prove  its  worth  in  the  consolidation  and  levelling  of  the  refuse  tips. 
Unfortunately,  serious  damage  was  done  to  this  machine  when  it  was 
being  used  to  extinguish  a  fire  upon  the  surface  of  a  refuse  tip,  and  this 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  use  of  this  machine  for  several  weeks. 

During  the  Year  the  restriction  in  the  dehveries  of  baled  waste 
paper  to  the  Mills  has  been  lifted  and  we  are  now  allowed  to  send  our 
normal  collections  of  this  material.  It  will  prove  very  difficult  to  regain 
the  Public’s  interest  in  the  separation  of  clean  waste  paper  from  refuse, 
also  Council  staff  are  sometimes  not  very  enthusiastic  as  this  separa¬ 
tion  represents  so  much  extra  effort  on  their  part. 

One  properly  equipped  lorry  is  employed  wholetime  on  the 
transport  of  wastepaper  and  cardboard  from  the  salvage  bays  at  the 
Trading  Estate  factories,  also  collections  from  the  larger  businesses  in 
the  town. 
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An  offer  made  by  a  small  scrap  merchant  to  clear  all  tins  off  the 
Councifs  tips,  although  agreed  to  by  the  Council,  has  never  been 
implemented.  This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fall  off  in  the  demand  for  such 
material  from  the  steel  furnaces.  Tins  upon  refuse  tips  represent  a 
possible  habitat  for  vermin  and  a  possibility  of  damage  to  vehicles. 
The  bulldozer  usually  deals  very  effectively  with  surface  tins. 


During  the  year  it  is  estimated  that  the  cleansing  vehicles  and 
staff  collected  and  removed  to  tips,  the  following  house  refuse  : — 


4247  lorry  loads  with  a  weight  of  refuse 
2237  cart  loads  with  a  weight  of  refuse 
638  hired  cart  loads  with  a  weight  of  refuse 


...  9287  tons. 
...  1565  tons. 

453  tons. 


Estimated  total  weight  of  refuse  removed  ...  11305  tons. 


British  Standard  Specification  2  J  cu.  ft.  dustbins  are  used  through¬ 
out  the  District  for  refuse  storage,  other  than  properties  still  using 
ashclosets.  The  numbers  of  the  various  types  of  receptacles  are  as 
follows  : — 

Standard  size  dustbins  .  6942 

Ashclosets .  665 

Ashpits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


Controlled  refuse  tips  situated  at  Tudhoe  Colliery  and  Middlestone 
Moor  receive  the  bulk  of  the  refuse  from  this  District.  The  village  of 
Byers  Green  has  a  small  “  crude  ”  refuse  tip  available,  the  quantities 
of  refuse  going  to  this  tip  are  reducing. 


Staffing. 

During  the  year  the  services  of  Mr.  T.  Archer,  Horsekeeper, 
and  Mr.  C.  Young,  Drainman  and  Disinfector,  were  lost  through 
premature  retirement  through  health  reasons.  Mr.  Archer  retired  after 
38  years  service  and  Mr.  Young  with  18  years  service ;  also  Mr.  W. 
Burdon,  Cartman,  for  similar  reasons  after  a  short  period  of  service. 
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Rodent  Control. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Greaves,  has  continued  in  his  appointment  as  part-time 
Rodent  Operator  and  these  duties  are  carried  out  very  efficiently.  The 
greater  part  of  this  work  is  concerned  with  minor  rat  and  mice  infesta¬ 
tions  in  dwellinghouses,  and  their  eradication  calls  for  the  exercise  of 
great  tact  as  well  as  skill. 

One  major  outbreak  of  rat  infestation  at  a  Council  refuse  tip  and 
two  outbreaks  in  privately  owned  properties  were  successfully  treated 
during  the  year.  The  above  Council  infestation  appeared  to  be  a  mass 
migration  from  com  fields  approximately  quarter  mile  distant.  The 
whole  of  this  area  was  treated  as  one  infestation. 

Regular  inspections  are  made  by  Mr.  Greaves  of  Council  properties 
particularly  the  refuse  tips.  Trading  Estate  factories  and  a  wholesale 
slaughterhouse.  The  two  Knacker  Yards  appear  to  have  been  kept  free 
from  infestation.  The  servicing  of  these  premises  is  done  by  a  private 
concern. 

The  work  of  the  Rodent  Operator  is  expected  to  increase  during 
the  corning  year,  following  the  termination  of  treatment  agreements  by 
the  Ministry,  with  Farmers  ;  this  work  is  planned  to  expire  on  the  31st 
March,  1959,  and  the  services  of  Mr.  Greaves  will  be  available  to 
farmers  upon  a  “  Time  and  Material  Basis.”  A  survey  of  all  farms  for 
possible  infestation  will  also  be  commenced  during  the  year. 


MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  COUNCIL  STAFF 


23 


VI.  Number  of  “  Block  ”  control 
schemes  carried  out ... 
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Insect  Infestation. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  houses 
treated  for  various  types  of  insect  infestation.  Eighteen  requests  were 
received  and  the  premises  were  treated  according  to  the  type  of  insect 
infesting  the  properties. 

During  the  Spring  the  usual  circular  letter  inviting  co-operation 
from  food  traders  in  joint  efforts  to  combat  fly  infestation,  was  sent 
out  to  all  traders,  and  only  seven  occupiers  requested  the  Spraying 
of  their  food  preparation  rooms.  Several  others  obtained  supplies  of 
DDT  powder  from  the  Council  for  incorporation  in  whitewash  for  wall 
and  ceiling  cleansing. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection. 

A  further  increase  in  slaughtering,  particularly  at  the  wholesale 
slaughterhouse,  has  taken  place  during  the  Year.  Following  discussions 
between  the  Council  and  the  owner  of  the  above  slaughterhouse,  an 
extensive  scheme  of  enlargement  has  been  prepared  and  approved. 
Certain  of  this  work  has  been  carried  out,  particularly  cold  storage  and 
staff  facilities,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  whole  of  this  work  will  be 
completed  in  1959 ;  the  premises  should  then  be  satisfactory  and 
adequate  for  the  slaughtering  now  carried  out.  Small  improvements  are 
also  completed  or  contemplated  at  the  remaining  private  slaughter¬ 
houses  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regula¬ 
tions. 

There  are  eight  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District.  Six  of 
these  are  occupied  by  private  butchers,  slaughtering  for  their  own 
requirements.  The  seventh  is  the  property  of  a  Co-operative  Society. 
The  above-mentioned  wholesale  premises  supplies  carcase  meat  to 
butchers  within  and  without  the  Urban  District,  also  large  supplies 
are  sent  to  the  wholesale  market  in  Newcastle. 

During  the  Year  the  following  animals  were  killed  for  human 
consumption  in  the  above  slaughterhouses  : — 
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SLAUGHTERING,  1958. 


Month. 

Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs. 

January . 

...  278 

56 

5 

557 

300 

February 

...  214 

47 

3 

438 

362 

March . 

...  265 

54 

2 

552 

327 

April  . 

...  259 

45 

1 

455 

324 

May  . 

...  300 

79 

4 

370 

133 

June  . 

...  322 

69 

— 

482 

120 

July  . 

...  268 

53 

— 

486 

199 

August . 

...  236 

62 

— 

509 

196 

September 

245 

81 

— 

630 

247 

October 

...  282 

72 

5 

656 

367 

November 

...  292 

58 

3 

613 

370 

December 

...  285 

63 

— 

597 

585 

Totals 

...  3,246 

739 

23 

6,345 

3,530 

The  number  of  carcases  examined  has  decreased  from  14,485 
during  1957,  to  13,883  during  the  year  under  review. 


Comparative  Statistics. 


Pre-War  and  Post  Control  Slaughtering. 


Cattle. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Figs. 

Total 

Animals. 

Year  1937  ...  784 

176 

15 

450 

480 

1,905 

Year  1938  ...  828 

240 

12 

252 

420 

1,752 

July-December, 

1954  (6  months)  509 

67 

9 

1,035 

948 

2,568 

Year  1955  ...  1,887 

203 

43 

4,935 

2,221 

9,289 

Year  1956  ...  2,742 

344 

74 

7,318 

3,087 

13,579 

Year  1957  ...  3,174 

526 

57 

7,213 

3,515 

14,485 

Year  1958  ...  3,246 

739 

23 

6,345 

3,530 

13,883 

The  increasing  work  of  meat  inspection  to  secure  100%  inspection 
of  all  carcase  meat  killed  within  the  Urban  District  is  obtained  at  the 
expense  of  time  available  for  other  duties.  With  the  provision  of  cold 
storage  facilities  at  the  wholesale  slaughterhouse,  less  weekend  working 
has  become  necessary  with  a  consequent  reduction  in  out-of-hours 
Meat  Inspection  duties. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  ... 

3,246 

739 

23 

6,345 

3,530 

— 

Number  of  carcases  inspected  . . . 

3,246 

739 

23 

6,345 

3,530 

— 

All  diseases  except  tuberculosis  : 
and  Cysticerci : 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

4 

1 

8 

6 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

997 

246 

2 

99 

84 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : 

30.71 

/o 

33.28 

% 

— 

1.60 

% 

2.54 

% 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

92 

57 

— 

— 

20 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in 
spected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis... 

2.86 

/o 

7.98 

% 

— 

— 

.56 

0/ 

/o 

— 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat¬ 
ment  by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generahsed  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Amount  of  Carcase  meat  condenmed  4,319  lbs. 
Amount  of  Offal  condemned  15,095  lbs. 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Amendment 
Regulations,  1954. 

Returns  received  from  the  two  local  knacker  yards  of  animals 
slaughtered  for  other  than  human  consumption,  show  that  these 
animals  were  slaughtered  on  the  owners  premises  before  removal  in 
every  case.  Details  of  these  slaughterings  are  given  below  : — 


Horses. 

Ponies. 

1958. 

Live. 

Dead. 

Live. 

Dead. 

January  ... 

1 

2 

1 

— 

February 

...  — 

2 

1 

21 

March 

1 

3 

1 

37 

April 

1 

4 

— 

34 

May 

...  — 

1 

— 

25 

June 

...  — 

2 

— 

17 

July 

...  — 

2 

— 

18 

August 

...  — 

4 

1 

25 

September 

...  — 

2 

— 

17 

October  ... 

...  — 

1 

— 

30 

November 

1 

4 

— 

25 

December 

1 

5 

— 

18 
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Disposal  of  Unsound  Food. 

The  arrangements  made  for  the  disposal  of  unsound  food  have 
continued  to  be  satisfactory.  Condemned  carcase  meat  is  removed 
under  supervision  to  one  of  the  local  knacker  yards ;  small  quantities 
of  diseased  offal  are  removed  by  the  Council  and  buried  in  a  refuse  tip . 
Larger  quantities  of  this  material  are  regularly  removed  to  a  large  bye- 
product  plant  at  Darlington.  Unsound  tinned  foods  are  removed  for 
destruction  or  use  for  animal  feeding. 


The  following  tinned  and  other  articles  were  examined  during  the 
Year  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  food  and  destroyed  : — 


Milk,  40  tins. 

Lobster,  2^  oz. 

Chicken  Fillet,  2  J  lb. 

Steak  &  Kidney,  2  J  lb. 

Pork  &  Beef,  7  oz. 

Chopped  Pork,  9  lb. 

Pineapples,  16|  lb. 

Salmon,  4f  lb. 

Fish  Pastes,  13|  oz. 

Baby  Food,  1  i  lb. 

Semolina,  1  lb. 

Carrots,  3  lb.  14  oz. 

Cheese,  3  oz. 

Herrings,  14  oz. 

Quaker  Oats,  3J  lb. 

Honey,  1  lb. 

Tuna  Fish,  7  oz. 

Plums,  5  lb. 

Kidney,  2  lb. 

Tongue,  12  lb. 

Beans,  7J  lb. 

Mustard,  6  fluid  oz. 

Ham  &  Pork  Spread,  1 J  lb. 

Raspberries,  lb. 

Potatoes,  49 i  cwts. 

Bacon,  1  cwt.  1  qr.  8  lbs. 

Jam,  3  lb. 

Steak,  8  lb. 

Peas,  89  lb. 

Soups,  28  lb. 

Peaches,  19  lb. 

Corned  Beef,  158  lb. 

Grapefruit,  10  lb. 

Baked  Beans,  15J  lb. 

Pears,  38  lb. 

Tomatoes,  135J  lb. 

Fruit  Salad,  4  lb. 

Apples,  1  lb. 

Shrimps,  1  lb. 

Oranges,  19  lb. 

Sardines,  9  oz. 

Jelly,  2. 

Custard  Powder,  1 

Syrup,  7  lb. 

Strawberries,  4J  lb. 

Steak  Pudding,  8  oz. 

Minced  Pork,  4  oz. 

Cherries,  5  lb. 

Orange  Cordial,  2  bottles. 

Coffee,  5  oz. 

Pork,  39i  lb. 

Crab,  24  oz. 

Apricots,  6  lb. 

Prunes,  8  J  lb. 

Rice  Pudding,  3^  lb. 

Coconut,  13  lb. 

Chicken,  4  lb. 

Pineapple  Juice,  2|  lb. 

Tomato  Juice,  14J  oz. 

Pilchards,  2  lb. 

Ham,  83  lb. 

Spaghetti,  8  oz. 

Sausage,  6  lb.  10  ozs. 

29 


Food  Premises  (Miscellaneous). 

The  number  of  food  premises  on  our  records  of  the  District  are 
summarised  herewith : — 

Grocers  .  59  Confectioners  ...  19 

Bakehouses  ...  5  Cafes .  4 

Butchers  .  20  Ice-cream  Manufacturers  4 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  54 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  of  food  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  .  ...  14 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  designated  milk  under 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-1954  .  43 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 

All  the  public-houses,  inns,  etc.,  have  been  inspected  and  the 
great  majority  have  now  been  improved  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Regulations.  Owing  to  the  shortage  of  staff  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  carry  out  a  survey  of  all  the  food  premises  for  similar 
improvements,  although  many  occupiers  have  themselves  carried  out 
these  adaptations. 

Food  Inspections,  Visits  and  Sampling. 

Formal  food  sampling  for  adulterants  and  quality,  remains  the 
responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  The  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  myself  do  carry  out  many  visits  to  food  premises  to 
secure  the  proper  handling  and  the  protection  of  foodstuffs. 

Eleven  informal  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  and  of  these,  ten 
were  placed  in  Grade  I  and  one  in  Grade  IV. 

The  routine  sampling  of  the  water  supply  was  continued  and  the 
results  of  this  sampling  for  bacteriological  purity  was  satisfactory. 
No  samples  for  chemical  analysis  were  taken  during  the  Year. 

I  ce- Cream. 

There  are  four  ice-cream  manufacturers’  premises  in  the  District 
The  additional  registered  premises  have  been  provided  by  the  adapta¬ 
tion  of  a  former  hospital  laundry  building  and  provided  with  new 
equipment. 

Every  effort  is  made  by  the  above  manufacturers  to  produce 
Grade  I  standard  ice-cream,  and  any  drop  below  this  standard  as 
shown  from  our  regular  sampling,  is  a  matter  of  concern  to  them  until 
rectified. 

Many  small  shop  keepers  sell  pre-packed  ice-cream — the  products 
of  large  manufacturers  and  stored  for  sale  in  refrigerated  cabinets. 


30 


Fish  Fryers. 

Although  almost  all  the  fish  fryers  are  now  equipped  with  modern 
fume  consuming  ranges,  the  food  preparation  rooms  and  equipment 
are  not  in  every  case  satisfactory.  During  the  Year,  one  such  preparation 
room  has  been  rebuilt  and  re-equipped. 


Particulars  of  the  fryers  are  listed  below  : — 

Ward. 

Street. 

No.  of 

premises 

available. 

Spennymoor 

Clyde  Terrace  . 

2 

Clarence  Street  . 

1 

Villier  Street  . 

1 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

Coulson  Street  . 

1 

Post  Ofiice  Street  . 

1 

Front  Street,  Merrington  Lane 

1 

Middlestone  Moor  ... 

Durham  Street  . 

1 

Kirk  Merrington  . . . 

Chapel  Street  . 

1 

Byers  Green 

High  Street . 

2 

Tudhoe  . 

Attwood  Terrace  . 

2 

Tudhoe  Moor  . 

1 

Wood  Vue  . 

1 

King  Street . 

2 

Durham  Road  . 

1 

York  Hill  Crescent . 

1 

Milk  Supplies. 

Designated  Milks  are  sold  by  many  small  dairymen,  and  shops 
and  supplies  are  obtained  by  them  from  the  following  manufacturing 
plants : — 

Milk  Marketing  Board,  Langley  Moor. 

East  Durham  Co-operative  Dairies  Ltd.,  Wingate. 

Bishop  Auckland  Co-operative  Dairy,  Bishop  Auckland. 

Northern  Dairies  (M’bro)  Ltd.,  Middlesbrough. 

Craven  Dairies  Ltd.,  Sunderland. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  numbers  and  types  of  retailers 
licences  operating  in  the  District : — 

Retailers  Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  22 

Retailers  Pasteurised .  23 

Retailers  Sterilised  .  21 
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Factories  Act,  1937. 

Two  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Factory  Inspector 
regarding  unsatisfactory  sanitary  accommodation,  etc.,  in  factories, 
during  the  Year,  and  remedial  action  taken.  Thirty-one  visits  were 
made  by  the  Department  to  premises  registered  under  Part  I  of  this 
Act,  and  found  to  be  satisfactory  : — 

Factories  with  Power  .  36 

Factories  without  Power .  5 

Water  Supply. 

All  properties  within  the  Urban  District  have  available  a  piped 
supply  of  water  from  the  Durham  County  Water  Board.  Bacteriological 
samples  of  water  have  shown  that  this  is  a  pure  supply.  There  is  some 
doubt  however  as  to  its  adequacy  in  prolonged  periods  of  dry  summer — 
the  Water  Board  are  aware  of  this  and  there  is  a  likelihood  of  an  early 
start  in  the  construction  of  a  new  storage  reservoir. 

Thirty  water  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  analysis 
during  the  Year  and  twenty-three  were  returned  as  satisfactory.  The 
remaining  samples  were  reported  to  the  Water  Board  when  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  flushing  of  the  mains  concerned. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

With  the  exception  of  the  North  Close  area  and  certain  isolated 
properties,  all  properties  are  sewered  to  disposal  works  situated  at 
Tudhoe  and  Byers  Green.  The  village  of  Kirk  Merrington  is  drained 
to  a  pumping  station  at  Leasingthome  for  disposal  to  treatment  works 
at  Binchester,  which  is  owned  by  the  Bishop  Auckland  Urban  District 
Council. 

The  number  of  choked  drains  dealt  with  by  this  Department  is 
fortunately  greatly  reduced  in  number.  The  steady  progress  made  in 
the  demolition  of  Slum  Clearance  properties  has  no  doubt  contributed 
to  this  reduction. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 

The  provisions  of  the  above  Act  are  now  operative  and  the  require¬ 
ments  as  to  smoke  and  grit  emissions  have  been  brought  to  the  notice 
of  occupiers  of  various  industrial  plants  in  the  District.  The  air  of  the 
District  is  comparatively  pure  ;  the  type  of  industry  established  in  the 
District  is  not  heavily  smoke  producing.  Steps  however  have  been  taken 
by  Messrs.  Coulson  &  Co.,  and  the  North  Eastern  Trading  Estates,  to 
improve  their  heating  plants  and  reduce  smoke  emissions.  A  tar  heating 
plant  situated  near  the  Council  Park  is  an  occasional  offender.  The 
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owners  have  been  informed  of  these  emissions  and  requested  to  take 
steps  to  rectify  this  occurring  nuisance.  Steps  are  also  being  taken  to 
replace  the  incinerator  at  the  Trading  Estate  with  more  efficient  plant. 

The  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Northumberland  and  Durham 
Local  Authorities  Clean  Air  Committee,  also  of  the  Wearside  Sub- 
Committee.  The  meetings  of  these  two  groups  are  well  attended  and 
informative. 

Salvage. 

Salvage  collections  for  the  Year  have  been  maintained  and  with 
the  lifting  of  the  paper  quota  by  the  Mills,  there  has  been  no  difficulty 
in  disposing  of  such  materials.  There  is,  however,  little  demand  for 
unflattened  tins  and  we  have  ceased  separating  tins  from  our  refuse 
tips.  The  Council  did  accept  an  offer  from  a  private  individual  to  clear 
tins  off  the  tips,  but  this  offer  was  not  fulfilled.  During  the  Year  the 
Council  has  reviewed  the  charges  made  for  the  removal  of  Trade  Refuse 
and  a  general  increase  in  these  charges  has  been  made,  not  without 
protests  from  some  of  the  traders  concerned,  although  the  new  charges 
are  not  in  excess  of  those  made  by  neighbouring  districts. 


Details  of  materials  sold  are  as  follows  : — 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Waste  Paper  and  Fibreboard 

170 

m 

in  Sci*d.p  •••  •••  ••• 

161 

Total...  ...  ... 

171 

14 

Monthly  Salvage  Sales  and  Income. 


Month. 

Material. 

Weight. 

Income. 

tons. 

cwts. 

qr. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

January 

Waste  Paper 

...  12 

0 

0 

90 

0 

2 

February 

Waste  Paper 

...  13 

3 

1 

98 

14 

6 

March 

Waste  Paper 

...  14 

11 

1 

109 

4 

6 

April 

Waste  Paper 

...  14 

12 

1 

109 

11 

10 

May 

Waste  Paper 

...  12 

8 

1 

90 

6 

2 

June 

Waste  Paper 

...  15 

8 

0 

115 

10 

0 

July 

Waste  Paper 

...  13 

0 

0 

97 

10 

0 

August 

Waste  Paper 

...  11 

0 

0 

82 

13 

0 

Tin  Scrap  ... 

16 

2 

2 

9 

6 

September 

Waste  Paper 

...  21 

16 

3 

167 

15 

8 

October 

Waste  Paper 

...  16 

18 

1 

126 

16 

11 

November 

Waste  Paper 

...  10 

5 

3 

77 

3 

1 

December 

Waste  Paper 

...  15 

13 

3 

134 

16 

8 

171 

14 

0 

£1,302 

12 

0 

Waste  Paper  sales  contributed  £1,300.  2s.  6d.  of  the  total  income 
from  salvage.  The  income  for  the  Year  is  higher  than  that  for  1958. 
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Housing. 

Continued  progress  has  been  made  in  the  Clearance  of  Slum 
properties,  with  the  rehousing  of  many  tenants  in  the  Byers  Green 
Compulsory  Purchase  areas.  A  start  has  been  made  in  the  clearance  of 
the  sites,  also  further  rehousing  has  taken  place  from  the  George  Street 
and  Tudhoe  Colliery  areas. 

An  Order  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  confirmation  for  the 
Clearance  and  Compulsory  purchase  of  forty  properties  in  Albion 
Street,  Middlestone  Moor ;  in  addition,  the  Council  dealt  with  thirty- 
one  Individually  Unfit  properties  during  the  Year. 

Constructional  work  is  in  progress  upon  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
houses  on  the  Middlestone  Moor  Estate  and  further  houses  completed 
and  occupied  on  the  Byers  Green  Estate. 

This  new  housing  accommodation  together  with  the  occasional 
relets  enabled  the  Council  to  offer  accommodation  to  sixty-two  families 
from  Slum  Qearance  areas  and  fifteen  families  from  Individually 
Unfit  properties. 

The  claims  of  General  Need  applicants  upon  the  Council’s  waiting 
lists  were  not  ignored  and  approximately  a  quarter  of  the  available  houses 
were  allocated  to  such  cases. 

The  Council  continued  to  encourage  owners  to  improve  their 
houses  with  the  help  of  Improvement  Grants.  21  cases  were  approved 
during  the  Year,  of  properties  considered  by  the  Council  to  be  struc¬ 
turally  capable  of  improvement  at  a  reasonable  cost. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  by  the  National  Coal  Board 
with  the  improvement  of  fifty  houses  in  Weardale  Street  and  twenty- 
eight  in  Upper  Church  Street,  Spennymoor.  It  is  now  contemplated 
to  carry  out  similar  improvements  in  Salvin  Street  and  Half  Moon 
Lane  properties  comprising  eighty-four  houses,  also  the  laying  down 
of  new  back  streets  to  all  the  above  properties. 

Improvement  grants  have  been  given  for  the  conversion  of  back-to- 
back  properties  in  various  parts  of  the  District  into  through  houses, 
also  the  Council  is  carrying  out  the  improvement  of  small  houses  which 
it  has  purchased  in  Jackson  Street  with  a  view  to  the  provision  of 
houses  with  modern  amenities  and  let  at  rents  within  the  means  of  less 
fortunate  members  of  the  Pubhc.  Similar  improvements  are  contem¬ 
plated  to  houses  purchased  in  Barker  Street  and  Hume  Street,  Low 
Spennymoor. 
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Housing  Applicants 

A  further  increase  in  the  Housing  Waiting  Lists  has  been  recorded 
for  the  Year,  from  1,262  at  the  beginning  of  the  Year  to  1,353  at  the 
end  of  the  Year  1958. 

The  numbers  of  such  applicants  on  the  lists  are  enumerated 
below  : — 


Slum  Clearance  . 

.  217 

General  Need  Applicants 

...  ...  817 

Bungalow  Apphcants . 

.  193 

Outside  the  District  Applicants 

.  126 

Total  ... 

...  1,353 

The  numbers  of  applicants  allocated  new  and  vacated  Council  and 
North  Eastern  Housing  Association  houses  during  the  Year  are  classed 
as  follows : — 


Two-bedroomed  Sub-Tenants  .  2 

Two-bedroomed  Tenants  .  49 

Three-bedroomed  Sub-Tenants  .  2 

Three-bedroomed  Tenants .  26 

Foui-bedroomed  Sub-Tenants  .  — 

Four-bedroomed  Tenants  .  1 

Bungalows  (Aged  People)  .  22 


Total 


122 


The  Provision  of  New  Houses. 

For  the  information  of  the  Council,  the  Council’s  pre-war  and 
post-war  Housing  programmes  are  submitted  below  : — 

Houses  Erected. 

Pre-War  period,  1936-38. 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected. . .  280  houses. 

Urban  District  Coimcil  erected  .  74  houses. 

Post-war  period,  1945-58. 

North  Eastern  Housing  Association  erected  ...  112  houses. 
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The  Urban  District  Council:  — 


St.  Paul’s  Gardens  . 

66  houses. 

Park  Estate  . 

...  244  houses. 

Middlestone  Moor  Estate 

...  375  houses. 

George  Street . 

60  houses. 

Tudhoe  Moor  Estate . 

...  172  houses. 

York  Hill  Estate  . 

...  104  houses. 

Kirk  Merrington  Estate 

50  houses. 

Byers  Green  Estate  . 

...  106  houses. 

Hartley  Terrace  and  Gerard  Street 

16  houses. 

1,193  houses. 

Clearance  and  Compulsory  Purchase  Areas. 

{a)  Byers  Green  Ward. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  rehousing  of  tenants  from  Clearance 
properties  in  the  Village.  Thirty-six  families  were  rehoused  in  new 
houses  in  the  Village  and  four  families  given  accommodation  upon  other 
Council  Housing  Estates. 


{b)  Spennymoor  Ward. 

A  further  step  towards  the  clearance  of  the  central  part  of  the 
Town  was  taken  during  the  Year,  with  the  rehousing  of  fourteen 
famihes  from  the  George  Street  area  and  Individually  Unfit  properties 


(c)  Tudhoe  Ward. 

During  the  Year  a  small  number  of  houses  were  offered  to  the 
tenants  still  living  in  condemned  properties  in  the  Back  and  Middle 
Rows,  Tudhoe  Colliery.  Sixteen  such  families  were  rehoused  upon 
Council  Estates. 


{d)  Low  Spennymoor  Ward. 

Although  no  Clearance  Order  has  been  made  by  the  Council  in 
this  Ward  since  the  War,  six  tenants  were  rehoused  during  the  Year 
from  Individually  Unfit  properties. 


{e)  Kirk  Merrington  Ward. 

Work  is  proceeding  upon  the  erection  of  new  houses  on  the  sites 
of  former  Clearance  properties,  and  these  houses  when  completed  will 
be  available  for  rehousing  the  small  number  of  tenants  occupying 
condemned  properties  in  the  village. 
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(/)  Middlestone  Moor  Ward. 

Although  no  rehousing  took  place  from  this  Ward  during  the 
Year,  work  is  proceeding  upon  the  erection  of  a  large  number  of  new 
houses  to  complete  a  further  stage  in  the  development  of  this  the  largest 
Housing  Estate  in  the  District. 

A  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  upon  forty  houses  in  Albion  Street 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
and  is  awaiting  Inquiry. 

Rehousing  and  the  Demolition  of  Scheduled  Properties. 

Housing  demolitions  and  rehousing  carried  out  during  the  last 
five  years  are  summarised  and  shown  under  the  various  Wards  of  the 
District : — 

Houses.  Population. 


Ward. 

Demolished. 

Increase. 

Reduction 

Year  1954. 

Spennymoor 

9 

— 

77 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

1 

— 

37 

Tudhoe  . 

...  — 

101 

— 

Middlestone  Moor  ... 

...  — 

7 

— 

Byers  Green 

...  — 

— 

— 

Kirk  Merrington  ... 

11 

17 

— 

Year  1955. 

Spennymoor 

...  — 

— 

10 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

...  — 

— 

19 

Tudhoe  . 

...  — 

57 

— 

Middlestone  Moor  ... 

...  — 

3 

— 

Byers  Green 

22 

— 

14 

IGrk  Merrington  . . . 

14 

— 

10 

Year  1956. 

Spennymoor 

55 

— 

112 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

146 

Tudhoe  . 

•  •  • 

— 

157 

Middlestone  Moor  ... 

6 

557 

— 

Byers  Green 

3 

— 

133 

Kirk  Merrington  ... 

2 

— 

6 

Year  1957. 

Spennymoor 

...  6 

— 

67 

Low  Spennymoor  ... 

2 

— 

34 

Tudhoe  . 

11 

— 

41 

Middlestone  Moor ... 

12 

88 

— 

Byers  Green 

60 

— 

20 

Kirk  Merrington  ... 

11 

— 

— 

37 


Houses.  Population. 

Ward.  Demolished.  Increase.  Reduction. 


Year  1958. 


Spennymoor  . 

36 

— 

17 

Low  Spennymoor . 

1 

— 

15 

Tudhoe  . 

— 

— 

59 

Middlestone  Moor . 

— 

106 

— 

Byers  Green  . 

15 

— 

15 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

— 

— 

— 

The  number  of  families  rehoused  from  Slum  Clearance  properties 
was  sixty-two  during  the  Year  and  the  number  of  families  rehoused 
from  houses  dealt  with  by  Sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
was  fifteen. 


For  the  information  of  the  Council,  the  Council’s  pre-war  and 
post-war  Housing  programmes  are  summarised  below  : — 


Pre-war  period,  1936-38. 

Clearance  . 

Individually  Unfit  property  . . . 

Post-war  period,  1945-58. 

Clearance  . 

Individually  Unfit  property  . . . 


95  houses. 
36  houses. 


532  houses. 
169  houses. 


Future  Housing  Inspections. 

Properties  to  be  inspected  in  the  various  Wards,  with  a  view  of 
possible  action  under  sections  17  and  42  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Estimated 

Ward.  Properties.  Population. 


Period  1955-60. 
Speimymoor  . . . 
Low  Spennymoor 
Tudhoe 

Middlestone  Moor 
Byers  Green  ... 
Kirk  Merrington 


430  1,457 


76 

70 

254 

22 

8 


247 

240 

832 

112 

26 


Ward. 


38 


Estimated 
Properties.  Population. 


Period  1960-65. 

Spennymoor . 

41 

132 

Low  Spennymoor  . 

53 

171 

Tudhoe  . 

197 

638 

Middlestone  Moor  . 

4 

13 

Byers  Green . 

6 

19 

Kirk  Merrington  . 

13 

42 

314 

1,015 

Period  1965-74. 

Spennymoor . 

141 

457 

Low  Spennymoor  . 

215 

696 

Tudhoe  . 

29 

94 

Middlestone  Moor  . 

113 

366 

Byers  Green . 

25 

81 

Kjrk  Merrington  . 

11 

35 

534 

1,729 

May  I  conclude  this  report  by  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  interest  and 
consideration,  also  the  Officers  of  other  Departments  for  their  co¬ 
operation,  to  the  Staff  of  the  Office  for  continued  good  work  and  to  the 
Cleansing  Staff  for  carrying  out  their  heavy  and  dusty  work  with 
efficiency  and  little  disturbance  and  complaint  from  the  Public. 

I  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  W.  SWALES, 
M.R.S.H.,A.M.I.P.H.E. 


Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 
Spennymoor. 
August,  1959. 
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